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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Welcome to an exciting year at Cambridge Elementary! We know that you and your child will discover 
and enjoy a rich and supportive learning environment. 
 
In this section of the Student Planner, we have included information that we think will be useful and 
informative.  Please read it carefully and refer back often. If you think of anything we’ve missed, let us 
know so we can include it in future editions. 
 
One important component of education is effective home-school interaction.  We will do our best to 
explore every possible way to keep you informed about school activities. 
 
Ways to keep in touch: 
 
 School Website:              School Blog:            Twitter:  
   www.surreyschools.ca/schools/cambridge                          www.cambridgelearns.com                                     @CambridgeLearns 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As a parent, you are your child’s first teacher and advocate. You are also an invaluable resource 
regarding your child as a person and as a learner. We invite your full partnership in challenging our 
students to become enthusiastic learners. 
 
Please feel free to contact the school whenever you have any questions,  
concerns, or information to share with us. 

 
 

     The Staff of Cambridge Elementary 
 

 
 

 
  



  CODE OF CONDUCT 
At Cambridge Elementary, the goal of our Code of 
Conduct is to produce responsible, self-directed and 
cooperative students. Students are expected to follow 
the guidelines outlined in the Code of Conduct in 
classrooms, in the school building, on school grounds, 
and at school functions, regardless of their location. 
Our Code of Conduct is based on the four basic 
expectations of being a Cambridge STAR as well as 
the following RIGHTS and RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 
! Be Safe 
! Be Thoughtful 
! Be Accountable 
! Be Responsible 

 
Cambridge students, staff, and parents have the 
RIGHT: 

" To learn. 
" To speak and be heard. 
" To be valued and to be treated considerately. 
" To be safe. 

 
Cambridge students, staff, and parents have the 
RESPONSIBILITY: 
" To always be ready to learn. 
" To listen courteously when others are speaking. 
" To respect the rights of others. 
" To help solve problems. 
" To act in a safe manner at all times. 
" To participate actively and positively in school 

activities. 
 
Students are expected to follow the guidelines outlined 
in this Code in classrooms, throughout the school, on 
school grounds, at school functions, and on the way to 
and from school.  When travelling to and from school, 
students are expected to respect public property, 
observe road safety regulations, and display 
appropriate social conduct. 
 

 
“Simply existing is a miracle, yet people trudge 

through life as if it’s going to go on forever.” 
-Sir Ken Robinson 

 
“And now we welcome the new year, full of 

things that have never been.” 
-Rainer Maria Rilke 

 

September  
5 - First day of school 
25 - Non-Instructional Day  
26 - Individual student photos 
27 - Meet the Teacher evening & PAC BBQ 
29 - Terry Fox Run 
 
October 
6 - Early dismissal @ 1:25 pm 
9 - Thanksgiving (classes not in session) 
13 - Challenge Day #1 
20 - Non-Instructional Day 
 
November  
3 - Non-Instructional Day 
7 - Early dismissal @ 1:25 pm  
9 - Remembrance Day Assembly @ 9:00am 
10 - Non-Instructional Day  
13 - Remembrance Day - School Closed 
 
December  
19 & 20 - Winter Concert 
25 - January 5 - Winter Break 
 
January  
8 - First day of school 2018 
26 - Challenge Day #2 
 
February  
12 - Family Day – School Closed 
16 - Non-Instructional Day  
 
March  
19 - 29 Spring Break  
30 - Good Friday - School Closed 
 
April  
2 - Easter Monday - School Closed 
3 - Running Club & Track Begins 
19 - Early dismissal @ 1:25 pm  
 
May 
 4 - Non-Instructional Day 
18 - Challenge Day #3 
21 - Victoria Day - School Closed 
28 - Non-Instructional Day 
 
June  
5 - Parent Appreciation Tea 
15 - Sports Day 
22 - Grade 7 Farewell Assembly 
27 - Year End Assembly 
28 -  Early Dismissal @ 1:25pm 
29 - Administration Day 

2017/18 CALENDAR 



INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR 
 
Inappropriate behaviour can consist of, but is not limited to: 

• Foul Language 
• Poor school attendance 
• Running in the halls 
• Unauthorized leaving of school grounds 
• Littering 
• Repeated or willful interference with the teaching and learning process 
• Rudeness or willful disobedience to any staff member 
• Acts or threats of verbal, physical, or sexual abuse (intended or not) 
• Violence in any form 
• Use or possession of illicit or illegal substances, including cigarettes, matches, or stolen 

merchandise 
• Use or possession of weapons or replicas, firecrackers or fireworks 
• Acts of bullying, harassment, threats, intimidation, racism or discrimination 
• Acts of theft or vandalism 
• Retribution against a person who has reported incidents 

 
Or Misuse Of 

• Cyberspace/Cell Phones/Electronic Devices/Computers - students are to be aware that they 
may be subject to discipline (or, if applicable, confiscation of personal property) for misuse 
of technology if it negatively impacts on the school environment. 

 
REPORTING: 
It is the student’s responsibility to report to persons in authority (parents, staff members, Principal, 
or Vice Principal) about activities related to the OFFENCES listed above, whether the student is a 
witness or a victim. Serious breaches of the school Code of Conduct will be reported to parents and 
may be reported to the School District, the R.C.M.P., the Ministry, or others as deemed appropriate 
at the time. 
  
CONSEQUENCES: 
All students make inappropriate choices from time to time. Our goal is to use these opportunities to 
promote problem-solving, accountability, responsibility, and learning.  Consequences will be 
applied in a fair and consistent manner, and every effort is made to ensure they maintain the 
dignity of the student, while being progressive and appropriate to the offence.  They can include: 
 

• discussion    • noon-hour restriction   • loss of privileges  
• home contact                • counselling               • detention  
• Think Sheet   • duty to the school    • in-school suspension 
• time-out   • placement in special program • out of school suspension 
     • expulsion 

 
There are continual reviews of Think Sheets and referrals to the office, in order to assess what 
structures and strategies can be put into place to support the student. During suspensions, every 
attempt is made to ensure that the student’s educational program will continue.  After any serious 
or repeated offence, parents will be notified.  All serious incidents will be recorded and may be 
reported to the School District and, if deemed necessary, to the School Liaison Office. 
 



“If you fall behind, run faster. Never give up, never 
surrender, and rise up against the odds.” 

-Jesse Jackson 
 
 

DRESS EXPECTATIONS 
Students and staff are expected to dress in a manner appropriate to establish a positive learning 
atmosphere at an elementary school. Appropriate clothing allows for active learning and that is not 
restrictive for engaging in activities. Clothing for school should follow these guidelines:  

• Hats and hoodies are worn outside the school building. 
• Tops must cover the stomach area. Tops must be long enough to reach the pants, shorts or 

skirt worn, with no skin showing between the tops and bottoms, even if a student bends 
over. 

• Female students may not wear short skirts, short shorts (fingertip length or longer), 
spaghetti straps, low cut tops, or anything too revealing. 

• Male students may not wear tight “muscle shirts”, undershirts, or tank tops. 
• Undergarments must not be in sight.   
• Clothing should be free of alcohol or drug references, or any other inappropriate wording or 

images. 
 
Cambridge Staff will use their discretion when enforcing our Dress Code. In the event of an 
infraction, the issue will be dealt with in a respectful and discreet manner.  
 
 
SCHOOL BELL SCHEDULE - Grades K – 7: 

 
8:30 a.m. First bell to line up 
8:35 a.m. Morning classes begin 
10:15 a.m. Recess     
10:30 a.m. Classes resume    
11:40 a.m. Lunch 
12:30 p.m. Afternoon classes begin  
2:25 p.m. Students dismissed 

 
 
ELECTRONICS 
Cambridge Elementary continues to explore the use of electronic devices to support student 

learning and will be outlining a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) policy 
in certain classes this year. If your child is in one of these classes, you 
will be notified and your child will be encouraged to bring their 
electronic device for educational purposes. Of course, as 
parents/guardians you will make the decision of whether or not devices 
come to school. Guidelines will be in place and these will be shared 
with you. The school will not assume responsibility for any devices 

damaged or stolen, to, at, or from school. 
 
SCHOOL VISITORS 
All visitors to Cambridge Elementary are asked to register at the office where they will be given a 
visitor badge to wear.  
 
Students from other schools or friends of our students are allowed to visit during the school day if 
there has been prior permission granted by the teacher. 
 
 



 
SCHOOL FEES 
According to District policy, fees may be collected for student planners, materials for personal use, 
and for field studies and student activities that are set by the school. These fees reflect the actual 
cost of the service or equipment.  
No child will be denied an opportunity to receive necessary supplies or to attend educational field 
studies due to an inability to pay.  If you are unable to pay some amount requested by the 
school, please contact your child’s teacher, Mr. Nelson, or Ms. McBride. 
 
STUDENT PLACEMENT POLICY 
A great deal of time and effort goes into the appropriate placement of students.  When assembling 
classes, meetings are held which combine input from last year’s teachers, the Learner Support 
Teacher (LST), the Counsellor, the Child Care Worker and the Administration Team.  When 
students are placed in classes, the following factors are taken into consideration.  As each class 
situation is different, the factors are not in order of importance. 
 

• Academic Ability – we try to ensure that each class has students with a variety of 
ability levels 

• Gender – attempts are made to form classes with equal numbers of girls and boys 
• Group Dynamics – based on past experience, some students may not be placed in the 

same class as they experience difficulties together, while other students may be 
placed together because they work well together 

• Behaviour – students requiring behavioural support are placed in classes that best 
meet their needs 

• Teaching/Learning Styles – some students are placed in classes because the 
teaching/learning situation will be the most beneficial to them 

• Parent Requests – parents often come to the school in the Spring to make placement 
requests for the next year.  If these requests are for educational reasons, we try to 
honour them if possible. 

 
Given the above criteria, our staff works hard to ensure that each class will form a solid and 
effective learning group.  If parents have educational concerns about the placement of their child, 
they are welcome to discuss them with their teacher and, if agreement is not achieved, with the 
school administrator. 
 
STUDENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP 
Please obey and respect all posted signs and staff members directing traffic 

ü WEAR SEATBELTS 
ü The DROP ZONE is FIRE LANE. Please not leave your vehicle unattended in the DROP 

OFF zone. Thank you! 
ü Encourage your child to meet you quickly after the final bell if you are picking them up 
ü Be patient 
ü Walk to school whenever you can 
ü If you have to drive, park further away than usual and walk a minute or two 
ü Observe school zone speed limits 

 
 

 
 



ASSEMBLIES 
Assemblies are held at the end of every month.  Please see our newsletters for details. Students 
are expected to enter gym quietly and display appropriate audience manners. Parents are always 
welcome to attend assemblies and other special events at Cambridge. 
 
             
HOME SCHOOL CONNECTIONS 
We communicate the learning at events that take place at our school 
via a weekly blog called “CambridgeLearns” that is usually published 
after every week on Saturday or Sunday. You can subscribe on the 
school website to have a link to the CAMBRIDGE LEARNS weekly 
blog post sent to you.  
 
STAY IN TOUCH 
 

School Website:  
www.surreyschools.ca/schools/cambridge 
School Blog: www.cambridgelearns.com  
Twitter: @CambridgeLearns 

 
 
COMMUNICATING STUDENT LEARNING 
In order to support student learning during the school year, it is important to maintain 
ongoing communication with your child’s teacher. Many of our teachers use an online tool/app 
called FreshGrade. FreshGrade gives you a “window” into classroom learning; you can see and 
hear what your child is doing in the classroom and gives you a jumping off point for evening 
conversations after the school day. If you are familiar with FreshGrade, we welcome you back. If 
you are new to this great tool, your child’s teacher will provide you with the information you need. 
 
 
 
 
 
What parents are saying about FreshGrade… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESCRIBED MEDICATION & LIFE-THREATENING MEDICAL CONDITIONS 
If your child requires on-going prescription medication, please obtain the appropriate form at the 
school office to be completed by your doctor and signed by yourself.  This procedure complies with 
School Board Policy regarding prescription medication to be taken at school.  
 
Also, if your child has any life-threatening medical conditions such as extreme allergies, it 
is imperative that you notify us so we can be prepared should the need arise. 
 
 



NUT AWARE SCHOOL 
At Cambridge we have a large number of students who have life threatening allergies to a variety 
of nuts and nut products.  Even touching a desk that another student has touched with nut 
product residue on his/her hand can cause the allergic student to go into anaphylactic shock.  
As a result, we ask that students at Cambridge do not bring nuts or products containing 
nuts to school. While this can be an inconvenience, it is an extremely dangerous issue for a 
number of our students, and we appreciate your support. 
 
ILLNESS OR INJURY AT SCHOOL 
When school-aged children are sick, the best environment for them is in their 
own home where they can receive proper medical and parental attention. 
Please do not send your child to school if he/she has a rash, fever, bad cough, 
sore throat, ear ache, bad cold or a communicable disease. Please call the 
school at 604-595-4036 if you child will be absent. 
 
If a student becomes ill at school, parents will be contacted to come to pick up their child. If an 
accident causing minor injury occurs to your child while at school, the supervising teacher will 
document the injury in the office.  The school will always err on the side of caution and notify 
parents at the time of the accident.  If the injury is in anyway considered serious, the school will call 
911 and notify parents. 
 
 
DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 
Please be advised that the school community is not allowed to bring dogs with them when 

attending school activities. With a school full of children 
running around and being active, dogs can become 
frightened and agitated and may bite someone, even if it 
is not in the dog’s general nature. For the safety of the 
dog and the students, please leave your dog at home 
during events. 
Having said this, parents are permitted to bring their 

dogs when walking children to and from school. We ask that when dogs are on the grounds 
before and after school, they are kept on a short leash and in control. Thank you! 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
Educational field trips are an important part of our school programs. If your child’s class is 
taking a field trip, he/she will bring home a permission slip describing the activity and the 
reasons for it. Your child will not be allowed to participate in the field trip experience unless 
he/she returns the signed permission slip. 
 
Parents may be asked to pay part of the costs for field trips.  If students cannot pay, they will still 
be included in the field trip. 

 
TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS 
Transportation of students will generally be by School Board bus. Parent drivers are acceptable 
under the following conditions: 



ü the parent driver must fill out the District volunteer driver form 
ü the teacher in charge must visually inspection parent vehicles to ensure they are safe 
ü the teacher in charge must ensure that the parent is in an appropriate condition to drive 

 
EMERGENCY OR SCHOOL CLOSURE 
Sometimes extreme weather conditions or other unusual circumstances can cause class 
cancellations at a school, or district-wide on short notice.  In the event of class cancellations, the 
Surrey School District will post information on its web site at www.surreyschools.ca and provide 
updates to the following radio stations:  CKNW (980 AM)  NEWS 1130 (1130 AM) 
 
Weather, power, road and safety conditions can change substantially within a few hours, therefore 
assessments and decisions must be made as close to school opening as possible for the 
information to be reliable.  However, the district will do its best to communicate the status of schools 
by 7:00 a.m., when possible.  
 
In the event of an emergency school closure, students will be sent home or to one of the contacts 
identified on the student registration form. Students will not be released until contact with a parent or 
a designated adult is made. Please discuss with your children where they should go in the 
event of an emergency school closure. It is important that the information at school be kept up to 
date. Parents should also listen to the radio station CKNW (AM 980) or CKWX (AM 1130) for 
information about school closures. 

 
“Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel.” 

-Socrates 
                 


